The Word Accentuation Test assesses the accentuation of 30 infrequent Spanish words written without the accentuation mark and is an easy-to-use tool for estimating premorbid intelligence of Spanish-speaking people. Its intraobserver (0.97) and interobserver (0.93) reliabilities and its correlation with the Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (.837) and Raven's Progressive Matrices (.655) are high, offering a good prediction of general intelligence. It is resistant to mental deterioration; 20 demented and 40 controls matched by sex, age, and education obtained similar scores. The discrepancies between current and predicted scores in Raven's scale can diagnose mild-moderate dementia with 0.79 accuracy (sensitivity, 0.78; specificity, 0.82).
INTRODUCTION
The estimation of previous intelligence is useful for the clinical and neuropsychological study of cognitive decline (Delgado & Del Ser, 1994) , in aging (Brayne & Beardsall, 1990) , schizophrenia (Crawford, Besson, Bremner, Ebmeier, Cochrane, & Kirkwood, 1992; O'Carroll, Walker, Dunan, Murray, Blackwood, Ebmeier, & Goodwin, 1992b) , depression (Evans & Katona, 1993 ), Korsakoff 's syndrome (O'Carroll, Moffoot, Ebmeier, & Goodwin, 1992a) , chronic intoxication (Bolla, Briefel, Spector, Schwartz, Weiler, Herron, Gimenez, 1992) , head injury (Moss & Dowd, 1991) , AIDS (Egan, Craw-
